
 

 

Wow, what a year 2017  has been. We started off the year at a Boys Ranch (an alternative home for troubled boys),  
in Florida and began our journey with Things to Come Mission by moving to Indianapolis in May 2017.  
 Leah and I (Joel) met at Chick-fil-a in North GA and before long we were in love and ready to start our lives 
together.  
Leah went to China, before we met, for three months with her sister and their family. She taught English and 
helped in a kitchen with the Nationals. I went to Honduras for a few months after meeting Leah and helped repair 
houses by laying foundations and building walls for the locals there. These two experiences would help in our 
decision for the future. 

 August 2014 we were married! We knew that ministry would be our life. We both have a burden for others without 
the gospel of Grace and wanted to give our lives as missionaries in a foreign field. Soon after our marriage, we 

received word that a Boys Ranch in Florida was in need 
of cottage parents so Leah and I, eager to get involved, 
applied for the ministry position. Working on the Boys 
Ranch taught us so much: how to love and reach out to 
those who are resistant to the gospel. It strengthened 
our goal to be in ministry. While there we had our two 
wonderful children, our son Enoch who is two and our 
daughter Naomi who is one year old. We spent two and a 
half years ministering to the children at the children’s 
home. Leah and I had been praying about 
missions and God led us to Tim Heath and 
Ben Anderson with Things to Come 
Mission, a church planting mission. TCM 
uses the TROAS Strategy which is 
Target, Plant, Train, Release, and 
Partner to establish Churches in the field. 
Before long we were invited up to Indiana for an 

interview with the TCM board. As well as the interview, an invitation was extended to us for a year internship in 
Indianapolis with Don Sommer at Grace Church of Indianapolis in preparation for the mission field. We also 
travel to Grace Gospel Church of Linton Indiana every 2nd and 4th Sunday to preach. TCM graciously opened 
their upstairs apartment to accommodate Leah, myself, and our two children. During this year, I have finished the 
schooling needed at Berean Bible Institute as well as learned the Ins and Outs of what it is to lead a Church as a 
pastor. I also work at the local Chick-fil-a on days I am not involved at the Church. 
  We are excited to be Missionary Candidates soon to be doing the Lords work in Penang, Malaysia! Malaysia is a 
southeast Asian country south of  Thailand. The population is around two million on the island of Penang. Penang 
is very culturally diverse, much like a "melting pot”. Its a 
spiritually dark area and in need of Christ. About  5% of Penang 
is Christian. Most of the people there are Buddhist, Muslim, 
and Hindu. It is illegal to share the Gospel with the Muslims, 
but it is legal to share the gospel with non Muslims, which is 
over half of the population in Penang. We intend to work with 
the Kilgos (who are presently there) on establishing local 
Churches and growing the Christian faith through out the area. 
There is presently one Church already planted in Penang and 
growing. This summer we will be taking a three month trip with 
the first stop being a visit with the Kilgo’s for a few weeks in 
Malaysia. From there we will travel up to Thailand where we will attend the Southeast Asia conference. When the 
conference comes to an end, we will fly out to the Philippines where we will attend GTCM, a two month training 
course led by missionaries Ben and Joyce Anderson. This training will better equip ourselves for the challenges we 
will face on the field. We have totaled up the costs for all of these travels and we are looking at $4,000 dollars to 
cover all the expenses. 
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 We will start our deputation, or raising support, in the fall where we 
will begin traveling to all the Churches and introducing ourselves and 
the ministry.  

 It is tempting at times to live the “American Dream”, to settle down in 
a house near family and friends. That is not what we are called to do, 
nor would we be content doing so. As Romans 10:14-16 says How then 
will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the good news!” The burden for those who do not readily have access to Jesus Christ, like 
Americans do, is ever growing in our hearts. God has called us to share the gospel with those who have never heard 
His good news, and we are honored to do so! 

 We have been so blessed with all that the Lord has done and is still doing in our lives! We are so grateful and 
blessed by your loving support and prayers!  Please pray for us while traveling with Enoch and Naomi, and pray 
that we stay strong spiritually and physically! Thank you oh so very much, your prayers are Cherished!  

In Christ, 

 Joel, Leah, Enoch, and Naomi 

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires 
all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there 

is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all…  

1 Timothy 2:3-6
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